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Monthly Mustang

On February 24, 2018, thousands of 
people lined the streets of downtown 
Houston to watch the Houston Livestock 
Show & Rodeo Parade.  There were 
floats, marching bands, rodeo clowns, 
wagons, and hundreds of trail riders on 
horses.  This year I was lucky and got to 
ride in the parade on one of the wagons.  
It was so much fun!   

My parents and I had to get there 
about two hours before the parade started 
to check-in and find the wagon that we 
had been assigned to.  The wagon we 
were riding on was part of the Spanish 
Trail Ride.  The 125 riders and nine 
wagons on the Spanish Trail Ride started 
northeast of Houston in Shepherd, Texas 
on February 16, 2018, and travelled 109 
miles to get to Houston.  Our wagon was 
pulled by two horses and had fourteen 
passengers.   

We waved to all the people on the 
streets, and I even got to help drive the 
wagon for a little bit.  Holding the reins 
was my favorite part.  I hope I get to do it 
again next year.   

For more information about the 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo go to 
www.rodeohouson.com. 

RODEO PARADE 
BY RYAN WEXLER 

St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated on 
March 17, the day St. Patrick died in 
461 A.D.  St. Patrick's birth name was 
actually Maewyn Succat. He was born 
in Great Britain to a wealthy family. 
Around age 14, he was captured by 
Irish pirates and taken to Ireland to 
work as a sheep herder. While in 
Ireland, he converted to Christianity. 
Six years later, Patrick escaped and 
walked 200 m to get home to Britain. 
After escape, Patrick had a dream in 
which an angel told him to go to 
Ireland and convert the Irish to 
Christianity. He established schools 
and churches throughout Ireland and 
became a legendary figure.  

One of his most famous legends is 
that he cursed all of the snakes in 
Ireland and drove them into the sea 
where they drowned. However, after 
years of research of fossils, there is no 
evidence of snakes ever existing in 
Ireland.   

 St. Patrick's Day began in the 
early 17th century as a Roman 
Catholic feast. In the early church, 
Christian leaders would create 
celebrations to honor their "heroes of 

faith" after their death. St. Patrick was a 
well known person across Ireland and a lot 
of Christians probably contributed to the 
ceremony. After approximately 1200 years 
later, St. Patrick's Day reached the western 
civilization and became widely accepted 
across the U.S. This is how the holiday of 
St. Patrick's Day began. 

St. Patrick's Day is celebrated around 
the world in many different ways. The 
Chicago River is dyed bright green using a 
"secret recipe" and stays green for a few 
days. The skyscrapers and buildings there 
are illuminated a bright green as well. New 
York City is home to the world's largest 
St.Patrick’s Day Parade. In Ireland, St. 
Patrick's Day is a religious holiday and the 
parades and shamrocks are mainly for 
tourists. The Irish eat corned beef and 
cabbage and play games and festivals.  

HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY 
BY MATTHEW JEONG AND JAKE RODRIGUEZ 

Ryan in a black cowboy hat with his mom and dad . Others are the 
Channel 2 News crew and family.

Fun Facts 

1. St. Patrick's color was actually blue, 
not green. 

2. The odds of finding a four-leaf-clover 
is about 1 in 10,000. 

3. St. Patrick's Day is celebrated in more 
countries than any national holiday. 

4. The shamrock, an ancient symbol St. 
Patrick used to stand for faith, hope 
and love. 
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One of  my  favorite  parts  about  growing  up  is 
losing teeth! One, because you get a present from the 
tooth fairy and two, you get a shiny, new tooth! So far 
I’ve had a long experience with losing teeth. During 
first grade I lost my central incisors (the front two 
teeth).  They  made  eating  lunch  very  difficult  and 
made my pictures look different. 
As I approached age ten I did not lose any teeth. It 
was  like  a  vacation  for  my  teeth.  After  my  tenth 
birthday the ‘vacation’  stopped. My molars and pre 
molars were falling out like leaves falling from a tree 
on an autumn day.

Interesting Facts: 

• As  a  kid  you  have  28  teeth.  As  your  permanent 
teeth come in, your wisdom teeth grow. By the time 
you are about 20 you will have 32 teeth

• Tooth  enamel  is  the  hardest  substance  in  the 
human body.

• Giraffes only have bottom teeth.
• Just  like  fingerprints,  tooth  prints  are  unique  to 

each individual. 
You  should  always  remember  to  keep  your  teeth 
healthy and clean! Here’s some ways you can prevent 
cavities:

• Brush twice a day and Floss! (If you don’t floss you 
miss 40% of you tooth surface)

• Don’t drink soda! (10-12 teaspoons of sugar in each can)

LOST A TOOTH LATELY? BY PRISHA SHIVANI

Dear Kiran: Answers to Your Questions by Kiran Kehta

Dear Kiran, 
Next year, I’m going into sixth grade, and I’m scared I won’t make any new friends, since all my 
friends are going to different schools. HELP!!! :(

- Middle School Loner
Dear Middle School Loner, 
Well,  you already made friends at WUES so you’re bound to make friends at your 
middle school. You can also ask around and find out who’s going to which school, and 
see if you have anything in common. That way, you’re not entirely alone. If you and 

your friends are really close, then find time to play video games, go to the movies, play sports, ect.  Hope 
this helps!

-Kiran
Dear Kiran, 
I accidentally said something rude to someone, so I apologized, but they won’t forgive me! How do I make it up to them?

-Big Mouth
Dear Big Mouth, 
First of all, many people have accidentally said something rude to someone, including me, so you’re not 
alone. Second, make sure the person you want to forgive you understands it was a mistake. If they still 
don’t  believe  you try  and be extra  nice  and caring  towards  them.  Just  remember,  choose  your  words 
carefully, in case you have to eat them later! 

http://westues.org
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Q. Where did you move from?
A. McAllen, Texas (Rio Grande 
Valley)
 Q. What do  miss from your old 
school?
The cheerleading squad I was 
on and my friends.
Q.  What do you like best at 
WUES?

A. My new friends and students.
Q. What activities are you involved in after school?
A. Horseback riding.
 Q. What is your favorite subject?  Why?
A. Reading because I like to learn about new things.
 Q. What do you like to do in your free time?
A. Bike riding, being outside and craft projects
Q. What is your favorite book?
A. Wonder By: R. J. Palaci.
Q. Do you have siblings?
A. Yes, I have one brother.  He is 4 months old.
Q. What do you want to be when you grow up?
A. Teacher or a Game Warden.
Q.  What is your favorite food?
A. Sushi.

WELCOME AVA DEL ANGEL  
BY ANDREW BENITEZ 

GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEW MUSIC 
TEACHER, MS. MCALEAVY  
BY OLIVER TSAO AND ETHAN SHOR

Mrs.	McAleavy	with	“the	most	interesting	man”	

Q: Did you know any of the staff 
before you came to West U?

A: Yes. Everybody.
Q: What is your favorite book?
A: The Little Prince By Antoine de 

Saint -Exupéry 
Q: What is your favorite song?
A: Anything from The Sound of 

Music.
Q: Do you play an instrument? 
A: I play the flute.
Q: What is your favorite subject?
A: Music, Movement and Theater/

Performing Arts.

Q: Why did you want to teach 
MMT/PA instead of 5th grade?

A: The arts make us smart.
Q: Did you have switch classes when 

you were a 4th grader, like us?
A: No, not even in 6th grade.
Q: Did you have a music class when 

you were in elementary school?
A: Yes.
Q:  How  did  your  experience  in 
elementary music class influence you 
now?
A: I learned to play the flute and it 
gave me a love of music.
Q: Did you want be an MMT/PA 

teacher when you were a kid?
A: No. Not even a teacher! I wanted 

to be on TV either the Leave it to 
Beaver or Donna Reed Show.

Q: How do you like teaching MMT/
PA so far?

A: I love it! I love it! I love it!

Have you ever felt so hot or tired that the only thing 
you wanted was a cool fun drink?  Well,  maybe lately all 
you’ve been craving is a warm hot chocolate, but in a few 
months,  you’ll  definitely  be craving that  cool  fun bubble 
tea, and The Teahouse Tapioca and Tea is the place to go.  
The  Teahouse  has  many  varieties  of  iced  teas,  including 
black tea, green tea, cream tea and fruit tea (my favorite).  
Their menu includes over 200 varieties of teas, including 
some  delicious  options  like  Rose  Lychee  Milk  Tea  and 
Strawberry Pomegranate Tea.

If that weren’t enough options, upon ordering your tea 
at The Teahouse, you will be asked if you would like boba 
or jellies in your tea (which is why they are often referred to 
as “bubble teas.”).   You may be wondering: What is Boba? 
or Why would I want jelly in my tea? Fear not, both are 
quite  delicious  and  a  great  addition  to  your  iced  drink.  
Boba,  also  known as  tapioca  pearls,  is  made  of  tapioca 
starch.  It has a chewy texture, and is sweet, without being 
overwhelming.  Fruit jellies are a similar texture to boba, 

but  when  you  bite  into  it,  it’s 
juicy  and  a  little  more  chewy 
than  boba.   Fruit  jellies  are 
made of coconut meat, and have 
been around for a long time, in 
many Asian desserts and snacks.  
They  a re  o ffe red  a s  an 
alternative to boba, and come in 
a  va r ie ty  o f  f r u i t  fla vors , 
including lychee (my favorite). 

So,  as  the  weather  warms 
up, give The Teahouse a try, and 
enjoy a fun bubble tea with boba or jellies for you and a 
friend!  The Teahouse in Rice Village has extended a Buy 
One, Get One Free offer to West U. Elementary students 
through March 18, 2018.  To take advantage of this offer, 
please bring in a copy of the Monthly Mustang or tell them 
you are a West U. student.

RESTAURANT REVIEW: THE TEAHOUSE BY RIANA PLISKIN

http://westues.org
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Do you like action, adventure, and humor? 
If you do, you will love the movie “Because 
of Winn Dixie.” The main characters are 
Opal and Winn Dixie. A girl found a dog 
causing lot of troubles. She adopted the 
dog, and named him Winn Dixie. They had 
lot of adventures, finding friends along the 

way. They also got into lots of mischiefs. Winn Dixie 
knocked food off the shelves in a grocery store. In the 
church, when the preacher spoke, he howled, because he did 
not like to be left alone.  The girl thought she had lost Winn 
Dixie, so she had to find him... If you want to learn more, 
watch the movie “Because of Winn Dixie.”

Soccer 
By Zain Imam 

Kick	the	ball	high,	
High	like	an	eagle	

Soaring	through	the	sky	
Hitting	the	net	with	a	crash	

The	crowd	cheering	
An	uproar	like	a	swarm	of	bees	

Teammates	beaming	like	the	sun	
Joy	everywhere	on	the	field	

Trophy	gleaming	
Tall	as	a	tower	

More	meaningful	than	anything	
Brought	to	your	hands	in	glory	

Some Kind of Courage is an 
emotional must-read book by Dan 
Gemeinhart. A boy named Joseph Johnson 
has lost his whole family except for his horse. 
His pony Sarah was taken away by a man who 
had no right to take her at all. Joseph believes 
he can get his beautiful horse back. He goes 
on a thrilling adventure and encounters wild 
animals and accomplishes exciting things like canoeing across a 
fast going river and helping a mother give birth to a baby. Even 
though the odds are against him, he will do anything to get 
Sarah back. Will he be able to find Sarah? Find out by reading 
Some Kind of Courage.

Winter is over and spring is finally here!!  Spring brings 
showers, flowers and time to play outdoors. Spring this year 
is from March 20 to June 21st. There are many interesting 
holidays such as Easter, Passover, Palm Sunday and 
Ramadam!

Trees grow back their green leaves. Hibernation is over. 
Birds are back from their long migration trip. People around 
the world celebrate spring in different ways. In Poland, they 
celebrate by throwing Marzannas, straw dolls, into rivers 
to show that winter is over.  In Switzerland, they have 
Sechselauten,  where  a  crowd watches  as  a  snowman is 
reduced to ashes. In India, they celebrate Holi. People 
smear and throw colored powder as they celebrate. 

To see a calendar of Spring Festivals in Houston go 
to  www.visithoustontexas.com/events/spring-festivals/
Get outside and celebrate spring in your own way and let 
us  know what  you  do  to  celebrate  spring.  Email  the 
M.M. at Westuelementary@gmail.com

Movie Review: 
Because of  Winn Dixie reviewed by Emily Tang

Book Review: Some Kind of Courage 
Reviewed by Neha Ravi and Yutia Li

Spring has Sprung! By Amelia Kusinski

Zain Imam at soccer practice.

 Book Review: Wonder 
reviewed by Will Dudley
Wonder, by R.J. Palacio, is a must 
read for all kids!  It is the story of 
August “Auggie” Pullman.  He is a 
10 year old boy with facial 

differences. He goes to 5th grade at 
a new school.  At first, other kids were unkind, but 
he ends up becoming friends with Jack and 
Summer and they have all sorts of adventures 
together.  Wonder teaches important lessons 
about treating everyone like you would want to be 
treated and to never judge someone by their 
appearance.  Read this amazing book to find out 
how 5th grade turns out for Auggie and his friends.  

 Book Review: Space Case by 
Stuart Gibbs  
reviewed by Will Dudley
This book is great for people who like 
space, mystery and suspense.  You can find 
it all in Space Case!  A boy named Dash 
finds life on the moon boring.  His parents 
have been called by NASA to help study the moon, on 
Moon Base Alpha, but Dash would have rather stayed 
home in Hawaii with his friends.  Suddenly, life on the 
moon isn’t as quiet as he thought.  The lead scientist 
dies under mysterious circumstances and Dash is 
determined to find out what happened.  Together with 
his friend, Kira, Dash investigates the story to find out 
the truth. If you like adventure and danger, all set in 
outer space, you will enjoy Space Case. 

http://westues.org
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Did you know there was a holiday for chocolate covered 
raisins? Yep, there are some pretty cool holidays, but I think 
that National Chocolate Covered Raisin Day takes the cake! Or 
should I say, takes the chocolate covered raisin?

National  Chocolate  Covered  Raisin  Day  is  observed  on 
Saturday, March 24 this year.The actual origin of this treat is 
unknown, however, "it is likely that some precursor form of 
this  food  existed  in  Mesoamerican  cultures  given 
consumption  of  cacao  based  foods  within  these  ancient 
societies.” Culinary historians believe that humans first came 
across raisins when they came across some grapes drying on a 
vine. These sun-dried morsels soon became one of the most 
popular  food sweeteners,  second only  to  honey.  The most 
common brand of chocolate covered raisin is Raisinets, which 
were  introduced  in  1927  by  a  family  owned  business. 
Raisinets  were  started  by  Blumenthal  Brothers  Chocolate 
Company  of  Philadelphia.  Raisinets  became  so  big  that 
Nestle  decided  to  add  them  to  its  holdings.While  many 
other  brands  exist  in  the  market  at  large,  Raisinets  has 
become  the  Nike  of  the  chocolate-covered  raisin  world. 
Raisinets are the third largest selling candy in the history of 
the U.S.A. Nestle makes about 21 million chocolate-covered 

raisins  a  day,  as  of  the  last 
count !  A  specia l  ty pe  of 
seedless grape, grown only in 
California  is  used  for  most 
chocolate-covered raisins sold 
in  the  U.S.A. ,  inc lud ing 
Raisinets .  The  raisins  are 
coated with oil  and spun in a 
hot drum filled with chocolate to cover them. A coating of 
shellac is then micro-sprayed onto the surface to them their 
characteristic shiny coating. Did you know that if you lined 
up all the Raisinets produced in a year end to end, the length 
would go around the earth 2.5 times? Raisinets  are made in 
Burlington, Wisconsin.

When chocolate covered raisins were first sold in movie 
theaters, the theaters paid $1.25 for them and sold them for a 
nickel!  Not  a  good  deal,  if  you  ask  me.  Raisins  are  an 
excellent source of fiber, potassium, iron.calcium, and certain 
B vitamins. Add a handful of chocolate (which, by the way, 
provides a healthy dose of antioxidants and minerals) and you 
have  a  healthy,  sweet  snack,  ready  to  eat  for  Chocolate-
Covered Raisin Day.

Are you looking for  a  tasty  Easter  treat?  Are you 
wondering what you should make? Well,then we have 
the  most  scrumptious  recipe  for  YOU!  It  is  called 
Easter Peep Nests. Bon appetit!
Serves: 6                           Ready in: 37 minutes

INGREDIENTS 
4 cups  of  crunchy  Chow Mein  Noodles  (find at  Target  or 
Krogers)
¼ cup of butter
2 cups of mini marshmallows
1 (8 ounce) package of Whoppers Chocolate Eggs
6 marshmallow peeps
Cooking spray
DIRECTIONS 
Use 6 or 12 cup muffin tin depending on desired size nests. 
You  can  also  hand  craft  the  nests  to  make  it  look  more 
realistic.
Heat butter and marshmallows over medium
Stir till melted 
Add noodles and stir completely coated
Spray muffin tin then hands with cooking spray
Place mixture into muffin cups and shape with hands to form 
“nests.”
Refrigerate

Approximately 30 minutes later, gently remove nests 
from muffin tin perch a Peep on the side. Also decorate 
with the crunchy malted eggs  (It helps if the nest is still 
a bit sticky, this will “glue” the peep on.) Place nests on a 
tray and put back in fridge till completely set.

KIDS KITCHEN  
BY REMY PHAN AND ABIGAIL MACRORY

NATIONAL CHOCOLATE-COVERED RAISIN DAY  
BY SHARAN THIND & NIKA KURJAKOVIC

http://westues.org
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WHERE ARE YOU GOING FOR SPRING BREAK?What’s your Favorite Middle School? 
N=100 5th grade students  

by Katie Havranek
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The  average  American  visits  the  doctor  1-2  times  for  a 
checkup  and  on  average  4  times  a  year.  Veterinarians 
recommend you do the same for your pet. There are several 
reasons you should take your beloved pet to the vet. 

Firstly, pets can’t speak our language. There 
are  several  things  beneath  the  surface  that  you 
may not know about. For example, your pet could 
have a heart murmur that you are unable to hear 
without a stethoscope. Or an ear infection, dental 
disease,  weight  concerns,  behavior,   and  other 
problems  that  could  be  treated  easily  when 
detected early.  At annual and semi-annual check 
ups, your vet will check for these things to make 
sure your pet stays safe, healthy and feels great.

Also, there are 
routine  things  for 
your vet  to do.  They 
need to give your pet 
vaccines  and  test  for 
heartworm  disease 
and  other  parasites 
that  can  be 
contagious to animals and humans.  Therefore, you 
should  visit  your  vet  for  pet  check ups  to  keep 
them in the best of health, the way you want to be 
in the best of health.  Remember, a healthy pet is a 
happy pet!  

TAKE YOUR BELOVED PET TO THE VET BY JACK REID

Think you know all about St. Patrick’s Day?  Try your 
luck on this Quiz by Laila Chilakapati and Mattie Edwards


1.	St.	Patrick’s	Day	
is	celebrated	to	
commemorate	
which	of	the	
following	
events?	

A.	The	day	the	Irish	
people	
discovered	
shamrocks.	

B.	The	day	St.	
Patrick	died.	

C.	The	day	a	
leprechaun	
roamed	Ireland.	

2.	Where	was	St.	
Patrick	born?	

A.	Britain	
B.	France	

C.	Ireland	

3.	What	is	a	
leprechaun	
mean?	

A.	Goblin	
B.	Princess	
C.	Fairy	

4.	Where	can	you	
find	the	Blarney	
Stone?	

A.	At	a	castle	
B.	At	a	pond		
C.	In	a	flower	pot	

5.	In	Ireland,	what	
does	green	
mean?  
A.	love	

B.	hope	
C.	Health	

6.	What	was	St.	
Patrick’s	job?	

A.	A	gymnast	
B.	A	computer	

scienTst	
C.	A	missionary	

7.	What	was	a	
shillelagh?	

A.	It	is	a	short,	
stout	club	
made	out	of	
oak.	

B.	It	was	the	name	
of	the	person	
who	built	the	
Blarney	Stone.	

C.	It	was	an	injured	
leprechaun	

8.	Which	of	the	
following	

people	weren’t	
born	in	Ireland?  
A.	Roger	Moore	

B.	Robbie	Keane	
C.	Dorothy	Price	

9.	 	What	was	St.	
Patrick’s	name	
when	he	was	
born?	

A.	Robert	Patrick	
B.	Maewyn	Succat	
C.	Thomas	Wendy	

10.	What	is	cured	
by	kissing	the	
Blarney	Stone?  
A.	Shyness	

	 B.	Anxiety	
	 C.	Stress	

by Weston Bennor

For countries further away from the equator, north 
of the Tropic of Cancer or south of the Tropic of 
Capricorn, days are shorter in winter and much 
longer during summer. Daylight Saving Time 

(DST) was introduced a way to move the clocks up an hour 
during summer months so that evening daylight lasts longer and 
is reset back during winter times when the days are shorter. 
Typically, clocks change forward one hour at the of spring and 
backward one hour in the fall to normal time. Mainly, farmers 
used DST. George Hudson proposed the idea of DST in 1895. 
This year Daylight Saving starts Sunday, March 11 and ends 
Sunday, November 4. 
Different countries change their time at different times. In 1965 
an office building in Minneapolis had different time zones on 
different floors of the building because they were for different 
counties! 
I personally find it quite inconvenient to have to go thru the 
time change twice a year because we live in cities and really 
don’t benefit from the changes like the farmers used to in the 
past. It is especially harder in spring when the time springs 
forward and it feels like you are waking up an hour early each 
day and you feel sleepy and tired at class. 

DAYLIGHT SAVING  
BY SARA KANNAN

http://westues.org
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CAN YOU FIND THESE SPRING WORDS 
BY JAYDEN CHEN

ALLERGY, HATCH, MIGRATION, REGATTA, THAW, 
EQUINOX, LUXURIANT, POLLIWOG, SOW, ZEPHYR, 
FORSYTHIA, MAGNOLIA, PURIM, SPROUT

Can you Solve these Riddles? 
by Adam Gospin
1. Why did the 

banana go out 
with the 
prune?


2.Why did the 
boy put candy 
under his 
pillow?


3. What did the 
paper clip say 
to the 
magnet?


4. What did the 
elephant say 
to his 
girlfriend?


Knock 
Knock 

Who's 
There? 

Cows 
say 

Cows say who

No, cows say 
moo

(answers below)


1.Because it couldn't 
get a date. 2. 
Because he wanted 
sweet dreams. 3. I 
find you very 
attractive.  
4. I love you a ton.


Crazy Words for Spring

T P A C T H Y G T A  
T N P L C H O R U I  
R Q A T L W A N O H  
S Y A I I E C W R T  
O H H L R I R O P Y  
W H L P L U L G S S  
Y O R K E P X W Y R  
P J E E J Z O U K O  
M A G N O L I A L F  
Y M A X O N I U Q E  
D M T P G X A V G Z  
V H T L Y T M E F Q  
B E A P U R I M H H  
N S X A B G H F L B  
N O I T A R G I M C  

ALLERGY 
EQUINOX 
FORSYTHIA 
HATCH 
LUXURIANT 
MAGNOLIA 
MIGRATION 
POLLIWOG 
PURIM 
REGATTA 
SOW 
SPROUT 
THAW 
ZEPHYR 

Created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoveryEducation.com

Solutions for Districts

What We Offer Who We Are
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Teachers Parents Students
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Across 
3. A red insect with black dots. 
4. Bees collect it from a flower. 
7. Some people are allergic to 
this. 
8. A flower that rhymes with 
hill. 
10.Part of a plant with petals 

Down 
1.A bird that drinks nectar from 

a flower. 
2. A green insect that jumps 
5. Holland’s national flower. 
6. Bears come out from 

hibernation at this time. 
9.These fruits grow from 

blossoms on a tree in the 
spring. 

Just Bad Luck

by Cathryn Varga


